MECHANIZATION
The real tragedy of the Industrial Revolution lay in the fact that it demanded an utterly different type of mind to effect the necessary adjustment of life to its new conditions than had sufficed for the requirements of eighteenth-century civilization The idea that the new centres of population might be made as beautiful as any Florence or Nuremberg, would have struck that hard-headed generation as excellent fooling Not even the most advanced politicians of the eighteenth century had envisaged what we should now call social reform as an essential part of statesmanship And during those all-important years when Ate social problem was beginning to clamour for solution, their wills were almost entirely bent to the purpose of beating the foreign enemy
Such a statesman as the younger Pitt, whose prudent administration of the national finances had raised the country, in a few years, from the depths of depression following a disastrous war to something like her former prestige and affluence, might conceivably have been great enough to have comprehended and mastered the new situation, had he been free to give it his undivided attention But Pitt was lifted up in the nation's eyes as the man who could save England from an immediate and crying penl He was the pilot who weathered the storm. And a pilot in a storm has no time to undertake an overhaul of the vessdL
As an. expedient for tiding over the crisis^ it is probable that the magisterial socialism by which wages were suppletBented out of tates and some sort of employtnoat provided for all, was about as humane and effective as any that could have been devised Its bad effects, pamculady 10 increasing the pauper population, seem to Imveb^ exaggerated* No doubt, as a permanent solution of the problem, a, measure that at one time placed about a quarter of
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